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OVERVIEV;  AND  INTRODUCTION 

How  can  students  acquire  the  knowledge  that  will  enable  them  to 
make  sense  of  their  world  and  contribute  to  it?  What  effect  has  history 
had  on  their  lives?   How  do  they  deal  with  conflicts  in  their  family, 
community,  or  the  world  at  large?   Answers  to  these  questions,  hopefully, 
will  be  partially  provided  as  students  use  the  revised  Alberta  Social 
Studies  Curriculum. 

The  1981  Social  Studies  Curriculum  focuses  on  major  issues  to 
develop  the  students'  awareness  of  the  world  and  its  problems  and 
potentials.   The  intent  of  the  curriculum  is  that  students,  by  working 
on  these  issues,  will  increasingly  develop  intellectual  independence, 
moral  maturity,  and  more  effective  involvement  in  the  political,  economic 
and  social  affairs  of  their  communities.   To  assist  student  development 
of  such  capabilities,  the  curriculum  has  built  into  it  three  interdepen- 
dent components  for  learning:   a  values  component,  a  knowledge  component, 
and  a  skills  component.   Realistically  the  three  components  can  rarely 
be  taught  separately. 

In  this  workshop  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  work  with  the 
knowledge  component.   The  workshop  offers  a  way  of  structuring  the  informa- 
tion and  ideas  that  make  up  the  curriculum  content. 

The  Curriculum  Guide  divides  the  knowledge  component  into  three    / 
categories:   facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations.   This  workshop  will 
give  you  the  opportunity  to  examine  these  categories,  their  relation  to 
each  other  and  how  they  can  be  used  to  organize  and  develop  the  content 
of  the  grade  level  topics. 

Suggested  Times 

Section  One  -  Facts,  Concepts,  Generalizations  20  minutes 
Section  Two   -  Selecting  Facts,  Concepts  and 

Generalizations  20  minutes 

Section  Three  -  Using  the  curriculum's  knowledge 

objectives  50  minutes 

The  total  time  for  this  workshop  should  be  approximately  90  minutes. 
Try  to  stay  within  the  suggested  times  for  each  section.   Otherwise,  the 
final  section  may  be  short-changed. 


'^      SECTION  ONE 
FACTS.  CONCEPTS.  GENERALIZATIONS 

One  approach  to  a  structure  of  knowledge  is  to  separate  knowledge 
into  three  categories  --  facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations.   In  this 
section,  you  are  asked  to  read  the  following  article  which  describes 
the  relationship  between  facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations.   Following 
the  reading,  discuss  the  two  statements  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Today's  fast-paced,  open  society  Is  marked  by  tremendous  change. 
The  emphasis  on  expansion  --  in  goods,  job  opportunities,  communications 
and  technology  --  generates  vast  amounts  of  Information.   We  are  facing, 
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In  fact,  an  information  explosion.   No  person  can  possibly  learn  or 
teach  all  there  is  to  know.   Yet  to  cope  with  such  rapid  change,  people 
need  some  basis  of  knowledge  to  help  them  make  intelligent  decisions 
among  several  choices. 

Knowledge  is  especially  important  for  students  in  a  democratic 
system  because  they  need  to  develop  ideas  about  the  world  and  how  to 
function  effectively  within  it.   How  can  they  handle  the  Information 
barrage?   More  than  ever,  students  must  have  a  viable  method  of  sorting, 
cataloguing  and  processing  information. 

The  following  diagram  illustrates: 

1)  how  facts  can  be  used  to  support  and  define  concepts  and, 

2)  how  these  supported  concepts.  In  turn,  support  a  generalization. 
Information  Organized  in  a  Pattern  of  Facts,  Concepts  and  Generalizations 
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and  adjustments. 

When  the  student  uses  facts  and  concepts  to  derive  a  generalization 
she/he  is  using  the  induotive   method  of  inquiry.   When  the  student  moves 
in  the  other  direction  and  uses  generalizations  to  derive  concepts  and 
facts,  she/he  is  using  the  deduative   method.   Both  methods  can  be  applied 
to  teaching  issues.   However,  the  curriculum  emphasizes  an  approach  of 
inquiry  and  creative  thinking  that  may  be  more  characteristic  of  the 
inductive  approach.   Given  variety  in  learning  styles,  however,  exclusive 
reliance  on  any  one  approach  is  not  warranted. 
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DISCUSS: 

1.  The  article  says  that  the  current  information  explosion  presents 
some  serious  problems  to  citizens  of  an  open,  democratic  society. 
It  suggests  that  students  must  learn  systematic  ways  of  organizing 
data  if  they  are  to  be  effective  citizens  in  our  society.   What  are 
your  thoughts  on  this  view? 

2.  What  classroom  implications  for  teaching  (and  for  student  evaluation) 
does  an  emphasis  on  teaching  concepts  and  generalizations  have?  What 
implications  on  student  evaluation  does  such  an  emphasis  have? 

[Caution:  There  is  a  great  deal  to  discuss  in  these  two  statements,  but 
remember  your  time  limit.  The  statements  have  been  presented  as  thought 
provokers  to  be  kept  in  mind  as  you  work  through  the  remaining  activities.) 

SECTION  TWO 
SELECTING  FACTS.  CONCEPTS  AND  GENERALIZATIONS 

In  this  activity,  your  task  Is  to  structure  Information  Into  facts, 
concepts  and  generalizations.   Allow  yourself  approximately  20  minutes 
for  this  session. 

Read  the  following  paragraph: 

The  Wind 

"Energy  supplies  are   available  from  the  wind.   The  wind's 
power  has  traditionally  been  used  for  milling  grain  and  pumping 
water,  but  the  latest  wind-powered  machines  are  designed  for 
generating  electricity.   In  Canada,  wind  turbines  already  produce 
power  for  the  Magdalen  Islands  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
they  are  proposed  for  local  use  throughout  the  northland.   In  the 
U.S.A.,  there  is  even  a  radio  station  run  by  wind  power,  although 
its  broadcasts  are  a  little  erratic.   The  possibilities  for  local 
power  production  are  considerable,  especially  In  persistently  windy 
locations. " 

Source:  World  Prospects ^    John  Molyneux,  Marilyn  Olsen 
Prentice  Hall,  Scarborough,  Ontario,  1979 
(A  prescribed  text  for  Grade  1) 

To  identify  and  link  facts,  concepts  and  generalizations,  complete 
the  fol lowl ng : 

Individually:      Underline  three  statements  of  fact  In  the  excerpt.   Circle 
two  concepts.   Select  a  generalization  from  the  excerpt  or  draft  your 
own,  using  the  accompanying  chart.   Keep  In  mind  the  triangle  scheme 
used  in  the  previous  exercises.   The  apex  of  the  triangle  Is  the  generaliza- 
tion.  You  will  be  working  toward  the  base  as  you  select  concepts  and 
factual  data.   This  Is  a  common  technique  or  method  when  planning  a  unit. 
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General i  zat ions 


Concepts 


Facts 


e.g.  wind  power 
tradi  t  ional ly  used 
for  mi  1 1 i ng  gra i n 


Once  you  have  finished  your  individual  task,  work  with  your 
group  to: 

Compare  your  results.   Do  you  all  agree  on  the  selections  made? 
Briefly  discuss  your  generalizations. 


SECTION  THREE 
USING  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OBJECTIVES 

In  this  section  you  will  be  examining  how  the  knowledge  objectives 
can  be  used  to  help  structure  material  for  a  grade  level  topic.   Try  to 
answer  the  following  questions  on  the  chart  on  pages  6  and  7.   An  example 
has  been  provided  on  pages  9  and  10  for  your  reference. 

1.  Select  a  grade  and  topic  from  the  I98I  Curriculum. 

2.  Record  the  generalization  listed  in  the  Curriculum  Guide. 

3.  Which  concepts  listed  below  the  generalization  are  directly 
related  to  the  generalization? 

h.      Are  those  concepts  adequate  or  are  other  concepts  needed  in  order 
to  develop  the  generalization? 

5.  Select  one  or  two  concepts  for  further  development.   Can  these  be 
broken  down  into  more  specific/concrete  concepts?  Which  questions 
listed  in  the  Curriculum  Guide  relate  to  these  concepts? 

6.  What  historical  and  geographic  data  would  be  appropriate  for  an 
understanding  of  the  selected  concepts  and  generalization? 
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7.  Briefly  outline  a  general  teaching  strategy  that  you  think  would 
lead  to  an  adequate  understanding  of  the  selected  facts,  concepts 
and  generalization. 

OPTIONAL  ACTIVITIES  (tIME  PERMITTING) 

8.  Identify  a  specific  sequence  of  activities  showing  how  factual  data 
can  be  used  to  develop  particular  concepts. 

9.  What  specific  activities  might  be  used  to  synthesize  the  facts  and 
concepts  into  a  generalization? 

10.   Powerful  learning  activities  accomplish  several  objectives.   How 

might  the  activities  for  Knowledge  Objectives  that  you  have  identified 
above  also  serve  to  meet  some  of  the  Value  and  Skill  Objectives 
listed  for  the  topic? 
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KNOWLEDGE  OBJECTIVES  CHART 


Di  rect  ions : 


1.   GRADE; 


TOPIC: 


2.   GENERALIZATION; 


3.   RELATED  CONCEPTS  IN  CURRICULUM  GUIDE; 


h.      ADEQUACY  OF  CONCEPTS: 


5.   RELATED  SPECIFIC/CONCRETE  CONCEPTS 


RELATED  QUESTIONS  FROM  CURRICULUM  GUIDE; 


6.   HISTORICAL,  GEOGRAPHIC  AND  CITIZENSHIP  DATA  NEEDED; 


-  7  - 


GENERAL  TEACHING  STRATEGY: 


8.   CONCEPT  DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITIES:   ( 


DEVELOPING  A  GENERALIZATION: 


10.   INTEGRATION: 
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KNOWLEDGE  OBJECTIVES  CHART  (EXAMPLE) 

GRADE:   5 

TOPIC:   B  -  Canada:   Industrial  Development  From  Region  to  Region 


GENERALIZATION: 

The  industries  that  develop  in  a  region  tend  to  be  those  which 
make  use  of  locally  available  resources  and  contribute  to  the 
economic  welfare  of  the  people. 

RELATED  CONCEPTS  IN  CURRICULUM  GUIDE: 


reg ions 
resource 


industry 
deplet  ion 


resource  development 
conservat  ion 


ADEQUACY  OF  CONCEPTS: 


add  "economic  welfare" 
RELATED  SPECIFIC/CONCRETE  CONCEPTS 


reg I ons 


geograph  i  c 
region 


natural 
phys  ical 
features 


emp I oyment 
standard  of  1  I vi  ng 


mounta  i  ns 
r i  vers 
lakes 
pla  i  ns 
oceans 
forests 


RELATED  QUESTIONS  FROM  CURRICULUM  GUIDE: 

"What  are  Canada's  major  geographic  regions?" 

"How  is  population  distributed  throughout  Canada?  What  are  the 
major  population  centres?" 

"What  natural  resources  are  to  be  found  in  each  region?" 
"How  do  these  natural  resources  contribute  to  industrial  develop- 
ment?" 

"What  forms  of  transportation  are  used  to  bring  natural  resources 
to  manufacturing  and  refining  centres?" 

"What  forms  of  employment  are  associated  with  resource  development?" 
"What  effects  do  resource  depletion  and  industrial  growth  have  on 
people  in  the  communities  and  regions  of  Canada?" 

HISTORICAL,  GEOGRAPHIC  AND  CITIZENSHIP  DATA  NEEDED: 

HISTORICAL   -  not  applicable. 

GEOGRAPHIC   -  Canada's  geographic  regions,  including  resource  base, 
major  industries  and  economic  well-being  in  each.   The 
relationships  between  these  factors  should  be 
i  nvest igated. 

CITIZENSHIP  -  OPTIONAL  -  What  roles  do  governments  play  in  promoting 
resource  development  within  each  region?  What  roles  do 
they  play  in  promoting  conservation? 
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7.  GENERAL  TEACHING  STRATEGY: 

Have  student  research  groups  gather  data  on  each  region;   state 
conclusions  for  the  region  studied  about  resources,  industry  and 
economic  welfare;   compare  findings  and  conclusions  to  those  of  other 
groups  studying  the  other  regions;   and  develop  a  generalization  about 
the  relationships  between  industries,  resources  and  economic  welfare 
wi  th  i  n  reg  ions . 

8 .  CONCEPT  DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITIES:   ("natural  physical  features") 

1.  Students  examine  photos  (slides,  posters,  filmstrips,  film,  etc.) 
of  a  variety  of  natural  physical  features  (mountains,  ocean, 
forest,  prairie,  tundra,  etc.). 

2.  Teacher  defines  concept  of  "natural  physical  features." 

3.  Teacher  presents  a  series  of  examples  and  non-examples  of 
natural  physical  features:   e.g.,  mountain,  hi-rise;   river, 
canal;   lake,  sewage  lagoon. 

k.      Students  group  the  examples  and  non-examples  into  categories 
(natural  physical  features  and  man-made  features). 

5.  Students  explain  the  bases  for  their  grouping. 

6.  Students  explain  why  the  non-examples  do  not  belong  to  the  category 
of  natural  physical  features. 

9.  DEVELOPING  A  GENERALIZATION: 

After  the  student  research  into  each  region  has  been  completed 
and  reported  to  the  class,  the  teacher  might  ask  the  following: 

1.  Where  do  major  Industries  in  each  region  get  their  natural  resources? 

2.  How  do  major  industries  in  each  region  contribute  to  the  economic 
welfare  of  the  people? 

3.  What  general  statement  can  be  made  about  the  relationships 
between  the  industries,  resources,  and  economic  welfare  in  all 
the  regions  studied? 

10.   INTEGRATION: 

VALUES         -  As  students  do  research  on  industries  and  resources 
in  each  region,  they  might  make  inferences  about 
conflicting  attitudes  towards  conservation  and 
resource  development. 

INQUIRY  SKILLS  -  Students  can  participate  in  setting  research 

questions  and  procedures  for  their  group  research 
projects.   They  can  gather  data  from  maps,  graphs 
and  tables.   They  can  synthesize  through  their 
generalizing  activities. 
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